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circumstances, India was presented with a golden opportunity
of gaining not only national independence, but something
much greater, namely, the freedom for the masses of her people
to take destiny in their own hands and shape it intelligently sc
as to put an end once for all to economic exploitation, social
slavery, cultural backwardness and spiritual degradation. Such
an opportunity does not come often; it should not be missed,
But if it was to be seized, a sufficiently large number of people
must see the opportunity and that was conditional upon
their grasping the revolutionary implications of the war.
Those who perceived the unexpected opportunity, there-
fore set to themselves the task of explaining the historical
significance of the armed conflict, and convincing political
India that she would gain incalculably if she would get over
nationalist prejudice fed upon race hatred. That was a thankless
task. Its accomplishment was conditional upon at least the
"left wing" of the nationalist movement looking beyond the
immediate goal of political independence, and visualising the
ideal of people's freedom and feeling the impulse to fight for
it. That was a cause worth fighting for. Therefore, it was
legitimate to hope that the conditions for enabling India to
seize the golden opportunity could be created.
To seize the opportunity, India ought to practise scientific
politics, not only inspired by a liberating revolutionary ideal,
but based upon a realistic analysis of the national and inter-
national situation, guided by realism. Revolutionary fervour
ought to be combined with the sobering counsel of reason.
Historic significance of events ought to be judged not by the
good or bad motive of men at the helm of affairs, but by their
objective possibilities. The fundamental principles of scientific
politics had to be formulated before they could be tested in
practice. That was done in a political Study Camp held at
Dehradun six years ago.
A small minority in the nationalist movement had visualised
the greater ideal of people's freedom years before the revolu-
tionary war opened up the possibility of attaining it much
sooner than the boldest of dreamers dared expect. Having
developed an ideology of their own, very different from the
ambiguous ideals of orthodox nationalism, they had undertaken